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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Communities, Regeneration and 
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee Overview and Scrutiny Committee

The Committee has not met since the last Council meeting, on 13th December 
2017. However the next meeting is due in March and there will be a full agenda for 
Members to consider. An issue that I would like to see progressed is that of ‘online 
grooming’ and what we as an authority can do to tackle this ever growing problem. 
Therefore I have invited officers from Greater Manchester Police to attend the 
March meeting so we can have a full and frank discussion.
  
Homelessness Study Group - This study group, which is chaired by Councillor 
O’Neill, was established to carry out an investigation into the problems related to 
homelessness which is of course a problem for Rochdale as it is for many other 
Councils up and down the country. The membership of the Study Group is drawn 
from all three of the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committees. The Study 
Group has now met on four occasions receiving presentations from the Council’s 
own Homelessness Officer and representatives of relevant external bodies: 
Rochdale Town Centre Management Company, local churches, Petrus and 
Sanctuary Trust. Members of the Study group undertook a visit to Sanctuary Trust’s 
office and were able to see first-hand two of their residential facilities for homeless 
people and those in crisis, who are in need of urgent assistance. I am advised that 
the visits left a deep impression on those Members who were there.

GMCA Corporate Issues & Reform Overview & Scrutiny Committee. I have 
attended meetings of the Greater Manchester Combined Authority Corporate 
Issues & Reform Overview & Scrutiny Committee.  Andy Burnham, the GM Mayor, 
has attended meetings of this Committee and he advised that it was the GMCA’s 
intention to submit an application for the Greater Manchester Combined Authority 
to become an accredited Living Wage employer and provided further information on 
the process, benefits and challenges of Living Wage Accreditation.Consideration 
was also given to a draft of the refreshed Greater Manchester Strategy 
Implementation Plan, the draft of the 2016/17 GMS Annual Performance Report 
and the refreshed Greater Manchester Strategy, the GMCA/AGMA Budgets 
2017/18 and 2018/19 and the Committee’s Work Programme for 2017/18.

Councillor Neil Butterworth
Chair of the Communities, Regeneration and Environment Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Communities, 
Regeneration and Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee 


